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Maidens/' " Lemminkainen in Tuonela," " The
Swan of Tuonela/' " The Return of Lemminkainen/'
Sibelius performed them for the first time at a
concert of his own compositions in April, 1896, and
then revised them, presenting the new version at
another concert at the beginning of 1897. " The
Swan of Tuonela " and " The Return of Lemmin-
kainen " were revised once more in 1900, when they
appeared in their final form.

The autumn of 1896 witnessed the appearance of
a work that should almost be considered a curiosity
among Sibelius' compositions: his only opera,
" The Maid in the Tower," in one act to words by
Rafael Herzberg and performed at an evening
entertainment on the yth November. This piece
was purely an incidental composition and the
composer himself does not seem inclined to attach
any importance to it.

In connection with the coronation of Nicholas II.
Sibelius composed a coronation cantata, to words
written by Paavo Cajander, which was performed
in the courtyard of the University in honour of
its Chancellor. It was a tradition that the heir to
the Russian throne was the Chancellor of the
University.

This occasion was a sombre memory for Sibelius.
" It was all/' he says, " very tragic. The trumpet
blower arrived very drunk and could not be
sobered in any way. He started to improvise in
the middle of a fugued movement and spoilt the
whole impression completely/'